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The Regular/Re-Organizational Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the East Providence 

Housing Authority was held on the above date at Harbor View Manor.  The meeting was called to 

order at 5:00PM by Chairman Richard Smith. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Executive Director Theresa Correia and recited by those in 

attendance.  

 

ROLL CALL:  

Present:  Chairman, Richard Smith, Commissioners Luci Stoddard, Antero Braga,  Joan Shovelton, 

and Executive Director Theresa Correia 

Excused: Commissioners John Faria, Patricia Diffley 

 

NOMINATIONS 

Chairman Smith asked that the reorganizational part of the meeting be held after the Directors 

Report to allow the newly appointed Commissioner, Valarie Lawson, time to arrive and participate.  

Commissioner Stoddard made a motion to move the nominations.  A second was made by 

Commissioner Braga.  The motion carried. 

 

RESIDENT & PUBLIC CONCERNS: 

NONE 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Regular Meeting – 2/18/14: Motion by Commissioner Stoddard to accept the minutes as presented, 

seconded by Commissioner Braga.  All Commissioners voted aye. 

 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  

Director Correia reported on the following: 

 Correia reported that EPHA had been awarded $492,484 by way of the 2014 Capital Fund 

Grant.  Correia went on to say that this was an increase of $110,000 over last year’s amount 

and the highest since 2011.   

 The HCV program funding for FY2014 was received.  Correia stated that the program will 

see $2,042,602 this year, up over $109,000 from last FY. 

 The PH Operating Fund final amount has yet to be determined.  While the calculations used 

to determine how much funding we will receive show $1,112,003, HUD has not yet supplied 

PHA’s with the final pro-ration amount.   

 Director Correia informed the board that she had researched the cost of purchasing tablets to 

perform inspections on both Voucher and Public housing units.  In addition, would like to 

utilize them for meeting packets for the Board.  She stated that the time, paper, and ink, 

saved by using our database software to fill inspection forms directly on tablets is in itself 

worth the purchase.  Correia stated that she plans to purchase one tablet for now, to be 
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shared by programs.  Going forward, will add as necessary.  Will also roll out the monthly 

packets to those that currently have a tablet and fine tune as needed. 

 Correia informed the board that PHARI (Public Housing Association of RI) had set up 

various committees during their Strategic Planning Session.  Correia was placed on the 

Public Relations committee and most recently asked to chair. 

 Channel 12 has emailed the PHA’s in RI and surrounding communities in MA, requesting 

the annual income and family size of those residents residing in public housing units.  

Correia wanted the board to be aware should a segment run.  She did not know what the 

information was being gathered for.  There was speculation that it could have something to 

do with concern over current residents earning more than the income limits used for 

admission purposes. The EPHA complied with his request for information under the under 

the Access to Public Records Act, RI Gen. Laws 38-2-1.  Correia assured the board that no 

resident names were attached to the reports. Commissioner Stoddard asked what the 

procedures were for those making over those published limits. Correia briefly explained. 

 

A motion was then made by Commissioner Stoddard to accept the Executive Directors 

report as presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Braga. The motion carried.  

 

NOMINATIONS 

Chairman Smith turned the meeting over to Director Correia who called for nominations for 

chairperson.  Commissioner Braga moved to nominate Richard Smith for Chairman and 

commended him on his dedication and hard work to the authority.  A second was made by 

Commissioner Stoddard.  There being no other nominations, Commissioner Stoddard moved to 

close nominations.  A second was made by Commissioner Lawson. The vote was unanimous to re-

elect Richard Smith as Chairman.  Director Correia turned the meeting back over to Chairman 

Smith who called for nominations for Vice Chairperson.   

Commissioner Stoddard moved to nominate Commissioner Faria (who was excused for the 

meeting, but accepted by phone) for the Vice-Chair position.  A second was made by Commissioner 

Braga. There being no other nominations, commissioner Stoddard moved to close nominations with 

a second from Commissioner Lawson.  The vote was unanimous to elect Commissioner Faria as 

Vice Chair, pending his acceptance at the next meeting.   

 

A motion to return to the regular meeting was made by Commissioner Stoddard and seconded by 

Commissioner Shovelton.  All Ayes 

 

PUBLIC HOUSING VACANCY REPORT 

Motion by Commissioner Lawson to accept the PH Vacancy report as presented. Seconded by 

Commissioner Stoddard. The motion carried.  

 

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER REPORT 

A motion was made by Commissisoner Stoddard to accept the report as presented by Coordinator 

Ott. Seconded by Commissioner Braga. The motion carried.  

 

HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER FSS REPORT 

After a brief explanation by Correia of the program for both new commissioners, a motion was 

made by Commissioner Shovelton to accept the report as presented by Director Correia, seconded 

by Commissioner Stoddard. The motion carried.  
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PAID BILL REPORT 

February 2014 - $261,974.19 

After questioning a line item on report, Commissioner Stoddard moved approval of the 2/14 Paid 

Bill Report. That motion was seconded by Commissioner Braga and passed unanimously.  

 

RESOLUTIONS: 

#497– FY 2014 Capital Fund Grant Submission 

After a brief explanation by Director Correia, Commissioner Stoddard moved approval of the grant 

submission. That motion was seconded by Commissioner Braga and passed unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Chairman Smith asked for a motion to allow the Director to go forward and send the next meeting 

packet to the board electronically as well as hard copy. A motion was made by Comm Stoddard and 

second by Comm Lawson.  All Ayes. 

 

A request was made by Commissioner Stoddard to change the start time of the meetings.  After a 

brief discussion, a motion was made by Commissioner Stoddard to change the start time to 4:00PM.  

A second by Comm. Shovelton.  All Ayes. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Prior to adjournment, Chairman Smith introduced and welcomed the newest member of the board, 

Valarie Lawson. At 5:40PM upon a motion by Commissioner Braga and a second by Commissioner 

Shovelton, the meeting was adjourned. All Commissioners present voted in favor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

                                        _  

Theresa M. Correia 

Executive Director 
Transcribed by tmcorreia  


